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The First Word

june
2022

Ju n e
L ecti on a r y
June 5
Day of Pentecost
Acts 2:1-21 or
Gen. 11:1-9 and
Ps. 104:24-34, 35b;
Rom. 8:14-17 or
Acts 2:1-21;
John 14:8-17 (25-27)
June 12
Trinity Sunday
Prov. 8:1-4, 22-31
and Ps. 8;
Rom. 5:1-5;
John 16:12-15
June 19
2nd Sunday
after Pentecost /Proper 7
Semicontinuous:
1 Kgs. 19:1-4 (5-7) 8-15a
and Ps. 42 and 43;
Complementary:
Isa. 65:1-9 and
Ps. 22:19-28;
Gal. 3:23-29;
Luke 8:26-39
June 26
3rd Sunday
after Pentecost/Proper 8
Semicontinuous:
2 Kgs. 2:1-2, 6-14 and
Ps. 77:1-2, 11-20;
Complementary:
1 Kgs. 19:15-16, 19-21
and Ps. 16;
Gal. 5:1, 13-25;
Luke 9:51-62
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First Word Reflection
June 2022
B.J. Chain
Read Isaiah 6
Isaiah is prophesying to King Ahaz of Judah after the death of his father, King Uzziah. The nation of
Judah was experiencing military pressure by its neighbors to the north in Syria, and to the south in
Israel. However, a greater power began to threaten even these two kingdoms of Syria and Israel. It
was the Assyrians, and what would begin the Syro-Ephraimite war.
Instead of trusting their God, the nation of Judah looked to Assyria for assistance defending itself
against Israel and Syria. But, as we learn in Isaiah, it is a short-lived alliance, and Judah eventually
finds itself on the receiving end of the Assyrian assault, leading to turmoil and exile.
This is to whom Isaiah prophesies; a people trying to make sense of the destruction and exile they are
experiencing. The Kingdom of Judah needs a truthful prophecy, rather than those that would attempt
to speak to Judah’s glory and favor with the Lord where there is none.
This is when Isaiah has this vision. While in the temple, likely at some sort of worship service, Isaiah
is confronted by God and a host of angels. Frightened and feeling unworthy to be in God’s presence,
Isaiah confesses his unworthiness on behalf of himself and his people, “I am a man of unclean lips,
and I live among a people of unclean lips,” he says.
Isaiah names himself guilty not just of his own wrongdoings, but the corporate wrongdoings of his
entire people, his entire nation. Isaiah considers himself unworthy to prophecy to God’s people because he views himself just as guilty as all the rest.
This is not to mention that what many prophets are called to do, what Isaiah is about to be asked to
do, is prophecy to the destruction of his people. God guarantees that his warnings will be incomprehensible to Isaiah’s people. People will be unable to see what is in front of them and heed the warnings of this prophet.
We might find ourselves with similar feelings of unworthiness as Isaiah in this passage. We have listened to the sounds of suffering without comprehending, and we have seen with our own eyes in the
news cycle constant destruction without understanding.
We have spoken of this before. It is emotional fatigue. Images of pain and sorrow are always present
in our world if we choose to look. It is true that we must take time away and recover, lest we go mad.
But, more often than we are taking a healthy break from consuming these things, we outright ignore
them.
Just this past week I glanced down at my phone and saw the news of yet another mass shooting.
Sure, I had a lot of other things going on that day, but when I saw the notification on my phone’s
home screen it did not even give me pause. I did not stop at that moment to pray about it or even to
give it a second thought. Something unimaginable has become the most imaginable thing in
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the U.S. I was looking at this news without comprehending. I closed my eyes to injustice the same
way Isaiah’s Judahites did.
Each one of you has done something similar, knowingly or unknowingly. And, like Isaiah, we have
plenty to repent for as a nation, too.
Just. Like. The. Judahites. We listen to false prophets who tell us we’ve done good enough and vilify
any prophets who remind us we could do much better. I have failed this week to listen and see and
understand. We have failed to listen and see and understand.
The bad news today is that Isaiah feels unworthy and is asked to deliver a hard-to-hear message. The
good news is that God purifies him and makes him worthy despite his unworthiness. The message he
delivers will be hard to hear for many. Isaiah will be ignored and vilified for saying the hard-to-say
things out loud; As John 3 reminds us, we are called to bring light to darkness, no matter how enveloping that darkness is.
Isaiah’s Judahites were not putting their trust in God, nor were they caring for their neighbors. Isaiah
claims he is guilty as well. Despite this, God makes prophets and disciples out of sinners. Isaiah,
confronted with God’s presence, asks for forgiveness, receives it, quiets himself to listen, then is
commissioned to go and to do.
He is commissioned to be in the world despite God assuring him that it won’t work. He is commissioned to say the hard things despite God letting him know that people won’t listen.
We worship a triune God who asks, “who will go for us?” Who will go for us when the message is
hard-to-hear? When the task of love, community, and reconciliation seems near impossible to
achieve? Who will ask for forgiveness and follow God’s commission to do a new thing rather than
sanctify themselves?
We are not the Hebrew prophets of old, speaking with God and his angels in the temple, being prepared for our work with a lump of burning coal. We are not the disciples on Pentecost, descended
upon with flaming tongues of fire, able to understand and be understood immediately.
But we are God’s people. We worship a God whose expectations are known. We worship a God
who came to us in the flesh, to live as an example for us. We worship a God who gave Godself up to
restore the kosmos, the parts of the world that are most separated from God. And we worship a God
who sends God’s Spirit to guide us, to give us understanding, and to strengthen us in our commission.
We gather on the Hilltop each week to ask, and accept, forgiveness as Isaiah did. We gather to discern God’s voice – to discover and re-discover where the Spirit sends us. And finally, we depart
again to watch and listen for the injustices of the world – and to speak and act because it is our commission as Christians to do so. We are not perfect as Isaiah was not perfect – but we are worthy of
doing this hard work because we are made worthy. We are able of saying the hard thing because we
are made able. May it be so. Amen.
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june
birthdays

June 3
June 7
June 8
June 8
June 10
June 15
June 17
June 17
June 21
June 24

Barbara Vanlandingham
Jamie Dornan
Kris Cox
Mary Ellen Owings
Katy Longton
Spencer Smith
Clay Hackett
Carrington Lott
Barbara Taylor
Hope DeVenney
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Join us every Wednesday
@ 12:30 pm in the Parlor
Bible Study and Prayer Group
with Reverend B.J. Chain
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Join us the 1st Thursday
of every month @ 6:30 am
Faith
Food
Fellowship
with Reverend B.J. Chain

THE FIRST WORD

PAGE 8

Join Us every Sunday for

We have so much fun.

Ages 3 years to 5th grade
Nursery is available for Ages:
Birth to 5 years old

THE FIRST WORD

PAGE 9

THE FIRST WORD

PAGE 10

THE FIRST WORD

PAGE 11

THE FIRST WORD

PAGE 12

June Fellowship Potluck
Sunday, June 26th
Shepherding Group 4 will provide meat.
Please bring your favorite side or dessert.
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PCDP NEWS
June will be a fun month for our PCDP children. Our summer
session begins May 31st and goes through July 7th each Tuesday
and Thursday 8:30 to 11:30. The children will learn about ponds,
sea animals, forest animals, and have lots of summer fun.

Enrollment is ongoing for PCDP. If you know of anyone
looking for a preschool, please send them our way.
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CONGRATULATIONS
PCDP Pre-K Graduates

JACK JONES

ALIYAH HAMON

CONNOR MITCHELL

GIGI JOHNSON

FISHER PARISH

HENRY COSGROVE

JASPER DROUILLARD-WAGNER

SADIE BASANTA

ELLIE NELSON
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Let’s have a little fun. Beginning this month,
I would like to start a recipe share page for First Word.
Simply email some of your favorite recipes to:
firstprescolumbus@gmail.com.
We will feature a few each month in the newsletter.
Here are a couple of mine to get things started.
Sheet Pan Chicken, Green Beans, and Potatoes
Ingredients:
3 boneless, skinless chicken breasts cut into pieces
2 cans French style green beans, drained
6 large red skin potatoes cut into quarters
1 package Zesty Italian dressing mix
1 stick melted butter
Instructions:
In a 9x13 pan, place cut up chicken in the center, green beans on one side, and potatoes on the
other side. Sprinkle Italian dressing mix over the top, then drizzle the melted butter over the top.
Cover with aluminum foil. Bake at 350 degrees F for 1 hour. Delicious 1 pan meal :)
Cake Mix Chocolate Crinkle Cookies
Ingredients:
1 Box Devils Food Cake Mix
2 Eggs
1/2 cup vegetable oil
Powdered Sugar
Instructions:
Preheat oven to 350 degrees F. Line a baking sheet with parchment paper and set aside.
In a large bowl mix together cake mix, eggs, and oil until smooth. (Do not use the normal cake mix
instructions). Pinch off about 2 tablespoon pieces of the dough, roll into a ball, roll each ball in powdered sugar, place them onto the cookie sheet about 2 inches apart. Bake about 9 to 10 minutes or
until done.
There are so many different ways to do these, here are few suggestions. Use the same recipe as
above but with different cake mixes and add-ins. Red Velvet cake mix and white chocolate chips,
Yellow cake mix and chocolate chips, Lemon cake mix and white chocolate chips, Strawberry cake
mix and sprinkles, for the add-ins just mix with all ingredients and roll out as normal. I have even
just done the cookies with no add-ins and they are delicious. These are a soft, cake like cookie.
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