
 

  The First Word 
A Publ ication of  F i rst  Presbyter ian Church•Columbus,  Miss issippi  

o c t o b e r          
2 0 2 6  

 

October 4                                            
19th Sunday after Pentecost 

Semicontinuous:                                        
Ex. 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20                                 

and Ps. 19;                                            
Complementary:                                        

Isa. 5:1-7                                        
and Ps. 80:7-15;                                   

Phil. 3:4b-14;                                 
Matt. 21:33-46 

 

October 11                                                
20th Sunday after Pentecost                                 

Semicontinuous:                                                 
Ex. 32:1-14                                              

and Ps. 106:1-6, 19-23;                                                                
Complementary:                                             

Isa. 25:1-9                                      
and Ps. 23;                                           
Phil. 4:1-9;                                             

Matt. 22:1-14 
 

October 18                                                   
21st Sunday after Pentecost                                     

Semicontinuous:                                        
Ex. 33:12-23                                           
and Ps. 99;                                            

Complementary:                                             
Isa. 45:1-7                                             

and Ps. 96:1-9 (10-13);                                                                           
1 Thess. 1 ;1-10;                                  
Matt. 22:15-22 

 

October 25                                                 
22nd Sunday after Pentecost                                 

Semicontinuous:                                      
Deut. 34:1-12                                              

and Ps. 90:1-6, 13-17;                                                  
Complementary:                                    

Lev. 19:1-2, 15-18                               
and Ps. 1;                                                         

1 Thess. 2:1-8;                                                                    
Matt. 22:34-46                                      

 

 

 





 

First Word Reflection 

Re: Tartans (Again!) 

A reflection from the archives of Reverend BJ Chain (October 2022). 

 

This month we celebrate Reformation Sunday. The ceremony of Kirkin’ O’ the Tartan is wholly 

American, though it is based on Scottish history and legend. After Prince Charles’ Scottish forces 

were defeated by the English at the Battle of Culloden in 1746, Scotland once again came under 

British rule.  

 

To control these Scots, an Act was passed that forbade the carrying of arms and the wearing of kilts 

or tartans which represented their Scottish heritage. Orders were given for British troops to kill any 

person dressed in or displaying such tartan. This Act prompted the Scots to secretly carry with 

them a little piece or strip of their tartan as they went to the Kirk. The minister then slipped a       

blessing into the service for the tartans.  

 

The prohibition against the tartan lasted for nearly 50 years. When at last repealed, the Church of 

Scotland celebrated with a Service of Family Covenant, at which time the tartan of each family was 

offered as an expression for the Lord’s blessing. 

 

The Scots were, are, different from the English. A different culture, a different way of being, a              

different way of worshiping God. They dressed and talked differently and were unable to be who 

they were. According to England, they were the “others” we usually talk about.  

 

Whether we are conservative or liberal, democrat or republican, this flavor of Christianity or that 

one, we often fall into the trap of saying or thinking something like, “Thank God I am not like 

those other people.” We may even pray it. 

 

It can happen with any of our social categories. Race, ethnicity, geographical origin, sexual                    

orientation, gender, you name it. Anything that makes someone different from us. If those                          

differences either are or can be perceived as negative, we might say, “Thank God I am me                         

and not them.”  

 

For the Scots, they were “other,” and the church’s message was clear, assimilate or face oppression. 

In other words, agree to be oppressed peacefully or we will oppress you anyway. You are different, 

they’d say, and we don’t like that. Like the Scots and our denomination’s Scottish heritage we are 

celebrating this month, who in our society must hide little strips of their own tartans just to make it 

into the church for a blessing?  

 

 



          

  

    October Birthdays 
 

 Emily Anne Oakes  October 6 

 Edmund Gaskin   October 10 

 Russell Hatcher   October 17 

 Julie Krieger    October 17 

 Jared Oakes    October 18 

 Hillary Richardson  October 25 

 David Sullivan   October 25 

 Amelia Rose Richardson October 26 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 



 

 

October Pulpit Supply 
 

October 4, 2026 -Rev. Buren Blankenship 

October 11, 2026 –David Mills 

October 18, 2026 -Dr. Tom Richardson 

October 25, 2026 –Melissa McDuffie 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 



 
 

MS Food Network                                 
Stokes Beard Elementary 

Delivery Schedule:  
 

Thursday, October 1st-Fall Intercession-No Delivery 

Thursday, October 8th-Fall Intercession-No Delivery 

Thursday, October 15th-Lee Hackett 

Thursday, October 22nd-Volunteer Needed 

Thursday, October 29th-Volunteer Needed 

 

Please show your support by signing up today. 

The sign up sheet is in the Narthex. 

  

 
 



 

“Let the little children come 
to me.” Matthew 19:14 

 

Thank you to                                       
our faithful children’s               
message volunteers. 

You are a blessing.                           
 

Contact the church office if 
you would like to volunteer.   







For information regarding the weekly FPC Prayer 

Group, please contact Cathy Young at 662-386-5750. 





 
 

 

Presbyterian Women 
You’re Invited 

 

Join us as we continue our                   
United Through Christ,                   
Bound to Each Other:                                     

Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians                 
Horizons Bible Study 

 
Sunday, October 4th 

3:00 p.m. 
 

First Presbyterian Church 
3200 Bluecutt Road 

Columbus, MS 39705 
 
 







Join us                                                                              
Sunday, October 18th  

at 11:00 a.m.                                                      
for kirkin’ o’ the tartan 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 







 
 

PCDP NEWS 
 

Our PCDP preschoolers are looking forward to a busy October!  
We will be closed for Fall Break October 5th- 9th.  

 
We have been having fun learning about the fall season.                                       

We have made apple pie, had a leaf hunt, and have been making                             
fall themed art. The children painted the leaves hanging                                                

in the education hallway and did a great job! 
 

Once we return from fall break we will introduce our camping                             
and woodland animal theme. This is always a lot of fun! 

 
CM Farm's mobile pumpkin patch will visit us on October 29th  
from 8:30 to 11:30. They are bringing several games, a corn pit,  

pumpkins for painting, and a barrel train. Volunteers are needed.  
Please let us know if you can help. 

 
Our Kinder-prep class has started their fine motor                                      
journals. If you have any craft supplies you are not                                                  

using we would love to have them. 
 



   PCDP... School days are the best days! 
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