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May 3                                               
5th Sunday of Easter                            

Acts 7:55-60 and                                      
Ps. 31:1-5, 15-16 or                              
Prov. 4:10-18 and                                  

Ps. 119:9-32; 1 Pet. 2:2-10; 
John 14:1-14 

 

May 10                                                      
6th Sunday of Easter                                 

Acts 17:22-31 and                                          
Ps. 66:8-20 or                                             

Ezek. 34:1-7a and Ps. 115;                     
1 Pet. 3:13-22; John 14:15-21 

 

May 17                                               
7th Sunday of Easter                                     

Acts 1:6-14                                                
and Ps. 68:1-10, 32-35                                     

or Isa. 45:1-7 and Ps. 21:1-7;               
1 Pet. 4:12-14; 5:6-11;                          

John 17:1-11 
 

May 24                                                       
Day of Pentecost                                 

Acts 2:1-21 or                                         
Num. 11:24-30 and                                        
Ps. 104:24-34, 35b;                                         

1 Cor. 12:3b-13 or Acts 2:1-21; 
John 20:19-23 or John 7:37-39 

 

May 31                                              
Trinity Sunday                                    

Gen. 1:1-2:4a and                                      
Ps. 8; 2 Cor. 13:11-13;                       

Matt. 28:16-20 
 

 





Mother’s Day Reflection 
 

“Strength and dignity are her clothing, 
and she laughs without fear. 
When she speaks, her words are wise, 
and she gives instruction with kindness.” 
Proverbs 31: 25-26 
 
My mother was a Steel Magnolia. She had a kind and gracious exterior and a backbone of             
unyielding determination. As a child of the Depression, Mother put herself through business    
college and secured her first bookkeeping job when she was 20. She and daddy wanted a                
family, but she wasn’t able to have her first child until she was 37. Two more daughters would 
follow. 
 
Although she continued to work her 8 to 5 job, mother’s primary focus was raising her three 
girls. She nursed us through sicknesses, guided us through our major “problems” and never 
missed school or church events. She was always there when we needed her. When Mother            
determined that all her girls would go to college, she found a financial path for each of us, and 
we got those degrees. 
 
After daddy passed, Mother resolved to continue to work as long as she could, finally leaving 
her last part-time office job at age 88. A year later, she retired from her 42-year “volunteer”  
position as Sunday school secretary. Of course, Mother never retired from raising us. She died 
at age 97, but to this day I feel the presence of my Steel Magnolia. 
 
Over the years I’ve come to realize I’ve been surrounded by a grove of Steel Magnolias, all 
imbued with strength from God. Some of these women had children, and some didn’t. Most 
were older, but some younger. Many were friends of mine, and others only acquaintances. 
Their lives of kindness to others, generosity of spirit, and powerful resilience provided role 
models for me. I gained wisdom and strength, and in a way, these Steel Magnolias became my 
mothers as well. 
 
It is only fitting that Mother’s Day is in May, a month when Magnolia blossoms gloriously 
adorn the landscape in the South. These majestic flowers serve as visual reminders of all the 
women who have shared their strength with us. And these floral gifts from Mother Nature             
remind us to give thanks to our God for blessing us with the many mothers in our lives. 
 

Written by: Lynda Umfress 





          

       
     May Birthdays 
 

  

 Lee Hackett    May 5 

 Tammy Gavin   May 9 

 Tom Moore Hatcher, Jr. May 11 

 Allison Jones    May 14 

 Ben Crouse    May 17 

 Eric Waits    May 18 

 Landon Bowen   May 20 

 Tracie Hanson   May 24 

 Abigail Monroe Conway May 28 

 Emmett Richardson  May 30 

 

 



 

“Let the little children come 
to me.” Matthew 19:14 

 

Thank you to                                       
our faithful children’s               
message volunteers. 

You are a blessing.                           
 

Contact the church office if 
you would like to volunteer.   
























































