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Dear FPC Family,

[ am writing as the chair of the Pastor Nominating Committee, which also includes
Anna Jones, Hope Oakes, Jo Shumake, and Lezli Waits. We have been working hard
since last June to put together our Ministry Discernment Profile, examine candidates
in the Church Leadership Connection system, and prayertully listen tor God’s plan
tor the future of this congregation. Last Monday, I attended our presbytery’s
Commission on Ministry meeting to put the finishing touches on an exciting plan
that has the endorsement of our church’s Session and now that of the

Commission. I’'m so pleased fo report that beginning January 1., our full-time supply
pastor will be someone whom our congregation has come to know and love during
the interim period, and who has come to know and love us: Melissa McDuffie.

Soon-~to-be-~-Reverend McDuttie will tinish Union Seminary in June of 2027, so the
call will look a little nontraditional until her ordination, but here’s how it will work:
First, Melissa will begin her supervised ministry (a requirement of her Master of
Divinity Degree) with us in January. She will preach almost every Sunday and
minister to our congregation in all other ways during the week (pastoral care, etc.).
When she completes her degree at the end of the spring semester, she will work on
the final Presbytery requirements for ordination and installation. At that point, the
Pastor Nominating Committee will resume its work, and, in full disclosure, it 1s our
intention to extend a formal, permanent call to Melissa at that point, and it’s her
intention to accept it. Of course, that decision will ultimately be up to a vote of the
congregation of this church in the fall. T said this is nontraditional, but we’re still
working with all the bounds of PC(USA) rules and regulations.

I have been on the presbytery’s Commission on Ministry for several years. It is a very
supportive group, but it is also a group that asks tough questions and makes sure to
dot all the I's and cross all the t’s. That group unanimously and enthusiastically
supports this match and is so excited for the future here. Here is what our friend
Rev. Buren Blankenship, another COM member, emailed me the day atter the vote:

Congratulations! I rejoice with you, the PNC, and the congregation over the
new pastor you have coming. Melissa will be a wondertul pastor, with many
gifts. She will put the teacher in teaching elder. Of course, the congregation has
already benefitted from the thoughtfulness and care she puts into everything.
The future looks good for the church under Melissa’s leadership.

It has been a joy and a privilege to work with First Presbyterian Church. T will
continue to help out when needed and able.

Buren

I’'m excited, too, and looking toward a bright tuture! Thank you for your continued
prayers tor the PNC and this congregation.

Thomas Richardson



July First Word Reflection

1 Corinthians 2:9 - No eye has seen what God has prepared for those who love
Him.

Ephesians 3:20 - God does immeasurably more than we ask of imagine.

My place in this church is truly a work of God. Back in January of this year, Halli
and [ were trying out churches in the area and landed on First Presbyterian
Church of Columbus. We showed up and were immediately greeted with
positivity and joy and felt at home. Following the service, we were able to talk
with many of the members of this church and began talking about our lives.
When it came to my turn and I discussed my recent graduation in music and
connection to the presbyterian church, the rest became simple. [ have not looked
back since.

The members of this church and of this choir have embraced me and Halli with
open arms and I have loved being able to grow in my faith and in my music
teaching with this church.

We were recently asked by the Music Director of the First United Methodist
Church of Starkville to join in a collaboration program, their Gospel Jubilee. This
program was started years ago by a former Music Director and through my
connections with MSU and the Starkville community we agreed to join together.
Now we are all learning 9 unique pieces that highlight Southern Gospel music to
come together at the end of July to perform for our communities. The program
will be initially performed in Starkville at FUMC on Sunday, July 26t at 5 pm, and
then performed at First Pres. In the following weeks.

Our choir has jumped on this opportunity, and it has made my heart happy and
full of joy to work with them on difficult repertoire to present this program for
both the Starkville and Columbus communities.

It has only been half of a year with this loving and passionate congregation, but I
am looking forward to more music, deeper connections, and growing faith
together.

Xander Nowell



| PRAISE REPORIS
- & PRAYER REQUESIS

PRAISE REPORITS
Welcome Melissa McDuftie!

PRAYER REQUESTS

Sandra Mims
Continued Prayers

Brennen Bowen
Continued Prayers

Toni Oakes
(Ed Oakes’ Sister)
Continued Prayers

Allison L. Jones
(Scott Jones' Mother)
Continued Prayers

Noah Russell Nagy
Continued Prayers

Rowland Jennings
Health Concerns

Hilda Nance
(Hillary Richardson’s Aunt)
Recovery from stroke

Alice Harris
(Friend of the Gaskin Family)
Cancer Diagnosis

Peggy Barksdale
(Tracie Hanson's Mom)
Continued Recovery

Sherean Harrington
(Hope Oakes’ Stepmother)
Continued Prayers

Jon & Dorothy Fortman
Continued Prayers

Ginny Oakes
(Ed Oakes’ Mother)
Continued Prayers

Simon Storer

(Friend of Lee Hackett)
Cancer Diagnosis

Wayne Bruchey
Health Concerns

Doug & Kandi Aultman & Family
Continued Prayers

Boyd Hardy
(Friend of the Gaskin Family)
Cancer Diagnosis

The Allen Family
(Friend of Martha Jo Mims)
On the loss of James Allen




July Birthdays

Scott Starkweather July 1
Kandi Aultman July 2
Caroline Hurt July 7
Mary Helen Black July 9
Dale Pumphrey July 18

Katie Krieger July 23
Thomas RichardsonJuly 25
Tori Pumphrey July 27
Pam Sullivan July 28
Jo Shumake July 29
Kurt Weiger July 29
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(HRIS"AN
p EDUCATION

lOIN A CHRISTIAN
EDUCATION PROGRAM TODAY

Nursery Care

9:45 a.m — 12:00 p.m.

Nursery Care is available in the Education Building for ages birth to
kindergarten.

Children’s Sunday School

Grades 1 & 2 —9:45 a.m. — 10:30 a.m.

Grades 3 & up — 9:45 a.m. — 10:30 a.m.

Sunday School children will be dismissed at 10:30 a.m.
Children’s Message — During Worship

Children’s Lesson — Ages 4 — Kindergarten

Please pick up children in a timely manner after the service.

Adult Sunday School - Tom Richardson

9:45 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.

Beginning Sunday, January 11, the Agape Sunday School class (Tom
Richardson, teacher) will embark on a study of selected literary works
(primarily Scottish) that have a theological focus. The study will examine
how writers have used biblical references within their works and how they
have responded to particular issues of the history of the Presbyterian
Church, to major points of church doctrine (especially the influence of John
Calvin), and to important ethical and moral questions that have arisen from
the social and political application of church doctrine. The literary selections
will be provided to the class. The class meets Sundays at 9:45 a.m. in the
parlor of the education building.

Prayer Group

Wednesdays 12:30 p.m.

The Prayer Group meets every Wednesday in the Parlor.
All are welcome to join us.







Join us For
_ Prayer Gio&s

Wednesdays at 12:30 p.m.

First Presbyterian Church Parlor
3200 Bluecutt Road
Columbus, MS

All are welcomel




Foad, Fellob‘wship'g brayer

Join us for Food,
Fellowship, and Prayer.

Saturday, July 11, 2026
8:00 a.m.







